
EPA Region 5 Records ctr 

351278 

State drops test burn of cyanide 
By Charles N. Wheeler III 

Sun-Tunes Bureau 

SPRINGFIELD-A con
troversial plan to test Jbum 
<;yanide-cc»«>«û  gh»,.^i^ipg 
in west suburban Naper-
x'ille ha3 been abandoned, 
Gov. Thompson said 
Thursday. 

Instead, he said, state le
gal and environmental ofH-
cials are looking for an out-
of-state incinerator to con
duct the test and exploring 
aJternative disposal meth-
c<ds for the toxic chips. 

Permit auUiorit]^ for the 
burning, ori^nallsr 6ched-
uled for next modfli, had 
been granted bjt^^^eral 
and state ^ v i r g ^ d n t a l 
pittfection a g e n d i ^ 

But the plan l ias op
posed by Naperville resi
dents and o f n d ^ who 
feared that the espiriment 
would produce toxic fiimes. 

"Our judgment y ^ that 
the burn could be safely 
conducted in Naperville 
without adverse health and 
envi ronmenta l conse
quences," Thompson said. 

"Stating t l ^ t and persuad
ing the p e d ^ of Naper
ville that it's flo are two 
differenii î UflfS^" 

^crtsaf^^qpfoy. lUindls 
A S U K O ^ ^ M M : 1^11 F. 
HartigiHl 8 ^ tiie test bum 
would be delayed so safety 
questions could be an
swered. "The intention 
here is to resolve an envi
ronmental problem, not 
cause one," he said. 

State officials have been 
looking since last May for a 
safe way to dispose of 16 
million tons of cyanide-

laced chips left by a silver 
extraction compitoy. 

Hartigan had contracted 
with n rhicago comparty to 
o(Mli$iipt th^ test bum to 
deteMfiBie whether indner-
ation was feasible. 

The decision to abandon 
the test bum was^ i l ed by 
local officials. 

"Now we won't have to 
go into court," said -Du 
Page County State's Attor
ney J. Michael Fitzsim-
mons, who had planned t4> 
seek a court order barring 
the burn. 
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